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Trenton, New Jersey, bounty hunter Stephanie Plum has inherited a "lucky" bottle from her Uncle

Pip. Problem is, Uncle Pip didn't specify if the bottle brought good luck or bad luck. . . . BAD

LUCK:Vinnie, of Vincent Plum Bail Bonds, has run up a gambling debt of $786,000 with mobster

Bobby Sunflower and is being held until the cash can be produced. Nobody else will pay to get

Vinnie back, leaving it up to Stephanie, office manager Connie, and file clerk Lula to raise the

money if they want to save their jobs.GOOD LUCK:Being in the business of tracking down people,

Stephanie, Lula, and Connie have an advantage in finding Vinnie. If they can rescue him, it will buy

them some time to raise the cash.BAD LUCK:Finding a safe place to hide Vinnie turns out to be

harder than raising $786,000. Vinnie's messing up Mooner's vibe, running up pay-per-view porn

charges in Ranger's apartment, and making Stephanie question genetics.GOOD LUCK:Between a

bonds office yard sale that has the entire Burg turning out, Mooner's Hobbit-Con charity event, and

Uncle Pip's lucky bottle, they just might raise enough money to save the business, and Vinnie, from

ruin. BAD LUCK:Saving Vincent Plum Bail Bonds means Stephanie can keep being a bounty

hunter. In Trenton, this involves hunting down a man wanted for polygamy, a turnpike toilet paper

bandit, and a drug dealer with a pet alligator named Mr. Jingles.GOOD LUCK:The job of bounty

hunter comes with perks in the guise of Trenton's hottest cop, Joe Morelli, and the dark and

dangerous security expert, Ranger. With any luck at all, Uncle Pip's lucky bottle will have Stephanie

getting lucky---the only question is . . . with whom?Janet Evanovich's Sizzling Sixteen . . . so hot,

the pages might spontaneously combust!
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Having read the vast majority of the Stephanie Plum series by Janet Evanovich, I was more than a

little excited about the latest installment in the series. I pre-ordered it for my Kindle and began

reading it on the subway ride the morning it was released. That alone should tell you how eager I

was about the release of this book. Unfortunately, not only did it fall short of my expectations (I also

found a downside to the Kindle, you can't chuck it across the room when you're ticked-off like a

regular book), but left me incredibly frustrated.While I'm used to the madcap adventures of

Stephanie, Lula, and Grandma Mauzer I was more than a little put off with the pure insanity of this

book. First off there was this lucky bottle, which is made out of glass that Stephanie carries around

in her handbag throughout most of the story. I'm still trying to figure out how it never broke,

especially considering she was chased by an alligator at one point (don't ask!) and ran off a

collapsing fire escape.Also not to mention the fact that Ranger willing gave her two cars (which of

course end up destroyed). I'm certain he likes her a whole lot, but I don't think anyone could like

someone so much so that they would let them destroy two vehicles and not make her pay for them.

Odd. What was also odd was how she was saved when she was in a terrible pickle, Hobbits

anyone?My other biggest issue was the sheer amount of Lula I had to endure. Don't get me wrong

Lula is a fun character, but in moderation. I felt like she was in every scene, spewing bad grammar

at every turn. At some point it grated on my nerves and I almost wished the alligator would've eaten

her! Mean I know, but there's only so much tight pink spandex and Cluck-in-a-Bucket a girl can take.

I have been a Janet Evanovich-junkie from the very beginning. Maybe it's because I'm from New

Jersey and live less than 20 miles from The Burg. Maybe it's because Evanovich's bounty hunter,

Stephanie Plum is funny, irreverent, outrageous and unpredictable. Even the books that weren't as

good as her first efforts were still entertaining, with at least a few great belly-laughs. Well, I'm sorry

to say that her latest, Sizzling Sixteen, could be called Stone-Cold Sixteen instead. This book is

barely entertaining--and mostly stupid. I hate to admit this, but it's the truth.Stephanie works for a

bonding agency run by her cousin Vinnie. Unfortunately, Vinnie has run up gambling debts with his

bookie. The bookie has him kidnapped with the threat to kill if the money isn't forthcoming by Friday.

Worried about losing their jobs, Stephanie, Lula and Connie decide that they must act. Their first

goal is to find Vinnie. Afterward, they'll try to come up with the money. This plot is pretty lame, and if

that isn't enough, it's filled with cows running through the streets of Trenton, a 6 foot alligator that



guards drug money in a private home and a hobbit convention. There are enough donut and

chicken stops to swear you off grease for the rest of your life.Some of the best parts of Sizzling

Sixteen are Evanovich's descriptions. As for Trenton, The Burg "is a neighborhood of hardworking

second-generation Americans. Families are extended and proudly dysfunctional. Although

dysfunction in Jersey might be hard to measure." As for Plum's relationship issues with Joe Morelli

and Ranger, "I was in a state because I had two men in my life, and I had no clue what to do with

them....I was too traditional and Catholic to just enjoy them. How sick is that?
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